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   New figures released by the Oklahoma 
Employment Security Commission and the 
U.S. Department of Labor show Oklaho-
maôs seasonally adjusted unemployment 
rate declined to 5.3% in September,  rank-
ing ninth lowest in the country.  
   The September rate is an improvement 
from Augustôs 5.7% mark and below the 
national unemployment rate, which de-
clined to 7.9%.   
   ñOklahoma continues to be months ahead 
of other states in our recovery from 
COVID-19,ò said Governor Kevin 
Stitt. ñThis data shows how important it is 
to continue to protect our most vulnerable 
while also minimizing the other harmful 
effects of the pandemic. We remain com-
mitted to strengthening our state's vibrant 
economy and job opportunities as Oklaho-
mans continue to go back to work."  
   In September, statewide seasonally ad-
justed employment increased by 51,724 
persons (+3.0%), while unemployment 
decreased by 4,909 persons (-4.7%) from 
the previous month.  
   ñGovernor Stittôs priorities of protecting 
the health and lives of Oklahomans while 
mitigating the impact of COVID-19 to our 
economy continue to pay dividends,ò said 
OESC Executive Director Shelley 
Zumwalt. ñOur state has leveraged federal 

Unemployment 
rate continues 
to decline  
Oklahoma remains in top ten 

    Wednesday, Oct 21 the Altus Public 
School District had two positive COVID-
19 cases reported including, one student at 
Altus High School and one district em-
ployee.   On Tuesday, Oct. 20 the School 
District had two positive COVID-19 cases 
reported including, one student at Altus 
High School and one student at Altus Ele-
mentary School.   
    Altus Public Schools is working closely 
with the Jackson County Health Depart-
ment to follow Oklahoma State Depart-
ment of Health Guidance.  Contact tracing 
has been conducted, and staff and parents 
of students who have been in close contact 
of 6 feet or less for more than fifteen 
minutes during the infectious period have 
been contacted.  

   Oklahoma is reporting an increase of 
1,307 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in the 
past 24 hours. 103 of these have been re-
ported in the counties served by District 5 
that includes Jackson County. Jackson 
County shows an increase of 11 bringing 
the to-date total to 1069. There is one new 
death to report for District 5 in the county 
of Caddo. The Caddo County individual 
has been reported as a female in the 65+ 
age group. 
   COVID-19 is still very relevant and is in 
our communities. According to the CDC, 
the best way to slow the spread of COVID-
19 is through social distancing, wearing a 
face covering, washing hands regularly 
with soap and water and routinely disin-
fecting surfaces with approved products 

according to product instructions. Please 
continue to consider those in our commu-
nities who cannot protect themselves. 
 
Have you had COVID-19? 
   Your Oklahoma Blood Institute has an 
immediate need for convalescent plasma 
from donors who have recovered from 
COVID-19, as part of an experimental 
initiative to use the product to treat seri-
ously ill patients. Jackson County has used 
over 100 units of convalescent plasma. The 
demand is surging and and blood providers 
are struggling to maintain their supply. 
   Follow the link bit.ly/covid19-registry-
ok or call 888-308-3924 to find out more 
information. 

Altus Schools reports more positive COVID-19 cases; 
Oklahoma sees increase of 1,307 and district sees 103 

                 See UNEMPLOYMENT page 2 

   This year, Walk to End Alzhei-
merôs is everywhere ð on every 
sidewalk, track and trail. Your health 
and safety are our top priorities. This 
yearôs event wonôt be a large in-
person gathering ð instead, we in-
vite you to walk in small teams of 
friends and family while others in 
your community do the same. 
Join the Great Plain Literacy Council 

in the 2020 Walk to End Alzheimerôs this Saturday at 8 AM.  Those participating 
will meet at the east side of the Community Center and walk around the reservoir. 

 

Walk to End Alzheimerôs Saturday 

   The Prince of Peace Catholic Daughters recently blessed the families served by Altus 
Pathways with a generous donation of clothes, diapers and other items. Life Services at 
Altus Pathways exists to help women facing unplanned pregnancies.  items. Life Ser-
vices is a safe place for them to come to process their fears and misgivings about their 
pregnancy. For more information, visit their website at: https://altuspathways.com/ 

Donation 
Made To 
Pathways 

See Page 8 
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CARES Act funds to support our business-
es in innovative ways and Oklahomans 
continue returning to work to support their 
families. OESC will continue to provide 
support and reemployment services to 
those who have lost their jobs and are 

looking for their next career.ò    
   Oklahoma currently has one of the low-
est unemployment rates in comparison to 
surrounding states, including Texas, Ar-
kansas and Kansas.    
   Surrounding States Unemployment 

Rates for September 2020 (National 
Rank):   
Arkansas: 7.3% (T-30)   
Colorado: 6.4% (T-22)   
Kansas: 5.9% (13)   
Missouri: 4.9% (6)   
New Mexico: 9.4% (44)   
Texas: 8.3% (39)   

Unemployment Continued from page 1 
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Valdez 
   Ricardo Valdez, 67, Altus, 
passed away on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 20, 2020 at the Jackson 
County Memorial Hospital. 
Services are pending with the 
Kincannon Funeral Home and 
Cremation Service.  

Johnson 
    Augustine ñTinaò Johnson, 
88, Olustee, passed away on 

Tuesday, October 20, 2020 at 
the English Village Manor. 
Graveside services will be 2:00 
PM Saturday, October 24, 
2020 at the Olustee Cemetery 
with Deacon Eulis Mobley 
officiating. Burial will be un-
der the direction of the Kincan-
non Funeral Home and Crema-
tion Service. 
   A rosary will be held at 6:00 
PM Friday, October 23, 2020 
at the Kincannon Memorial 
Chapel. 
   Online tributes may be made 
at kincannonfuneralhome.com  
 

Cody 
   Travis Leon Cody, 55, 
passed away Oct. 20, 2020. 
Services are pending with 
Greer Funeral Home of 
Mangum. 
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Obituaries 

   Attorney General Mike 
Hunter today sent a letter to 
federal, state and Native Ameri-
can tribal leaders suggesting a 
path forward to allow for com-
pacting on criminal matters, 
which would require federal 
legislation. 
   If legislation is passed, the 
compacts would allow the 
tribes the option to consent to 
shared state jurisdiction on 
criminal matters. 
   Attorney General Hunter said 
allowing this type of compact-
ing authority can only come 
from federal legislation. 
ñFederal prosecutors are doing 
all they can to keep up with the 
cases that are being handed to 
them, but their resources are 
being stretched,ò Attorney Gen-
eral Hunter said. ñAll the while, 
the stateôs courts, prosecutors 
and corrections system are 
ready and willing to help. How-
ever, Congress must act to give 
the state and the tribes the au-
thority to enter into these agree-
ments. We already have the 
authority to compact on other 
important issues, such as child 
welfare, water rights and gam-
ing, all of which were author-
ized by federal legislation. We 
now need that same type of 
legislation for an equally im-
portant issue: ensuring the safe-
ty and security of Oklahomans. 
ñThat is why I am recommend-
ing to the members of Congress 
to consider such legislation as 
soon as possible to give us this 
option.ò  
   The federal legislation would 
promote both the tribeôs and the 
stateôs sovereignty, while re-

moving federal barriers to allow 
the tribe and the state to decide 
for themselves what best pro-
motes public safety on the res-
ervation. 
   Flexibility could be built into 
the compacts to allow the tribes 
to eventually assume more 
criminal justice responsibility 
by amending or eventually 
withdrawing from the com-
pacts, including any necessary 
transitionary period. 
   The second recommendation 
the attorney general suggests, is 
for state leaders to begin devel-
oping a process for compacting 
with the Five Tribes concerning 
civil issues that have arisen 
after McGirt. 
   ñCompacts on taxation have 
the possibility of easing the 
administration of state and trib-
al tax laws, increasing revenue 
to the tribe, and bringing cer-
tainty to state and local govern-
ments as to the revenue impacts 
of McGirt,ò the letter reads. 
Concluding the letter, the attor-
ney general suggested the gov-
ernor engage with members of 
the state legislature, through the 
Joint Committee on State-
Tribal Relations, to develop 
compacting ideas, negotiate 
with tribal governments and 
enact an any legislation neces-
sary to enter into compacts. 
ñPrivate and governmental 
stakeholders from around the 
state should be engaged in these 
issues, and I stand ready to as-
sist with compacts where my 
Office can be of help,ò the at-
torney general writes. 
Read the letter, here: https://
bit.ly/2TbpgFw.  

AG recommends federal 
legislation for optional 
state-tribal compacting 
on criminal matters 
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