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   The General Tommy Franks Leadership 
Institute and Museum has opened a special 
exhibit, ñTask Force Dagger,ò featuring 
the Horse Soldiers of Afghanistan. The 
exhibit tells the story of the Joint Special 
Operations Task Force North, otherwise 
known as Task Force Dagger. The exhibit 
will be open through Dec. 31. 
   After the terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, 
2001, President George W. Bush asked 
General Tommy Franks to lead Americaôs 
response to the attack. The Task Force 
Dagger was one of the first Joint Special 
Operations Task Forces to begin opera-
tions along with the CIAôs Jawbreaker 
team. This Force was critical in assisting 
the Afghan Northern Alliance in achieving 
victory in northern Afghanistan in the ini-
tial phase of Operation Enduring Freedom. 

This exhibit highlights these group mem-
bers and their respective missions. 
   ñGeneral Franks faced many challenges 

as the planning developed to defeat al-
Qaôida and the Taliban,ò said DôLese 
Travis, executive director of the General 
Tommy Franks Leadership Institute and 
Museum.     
   ñThis special exhibit tells unknown de-
tails about the operation and offers insight 
into the unique components required for 
combat operations during the initial phases 
of Operation Enduring Freedom.ò 
   The exhibit includes nine story boards 
detailing the operationôs plan, timeline and 
results. Artifacts include Afghanistan maps 
with unit locations and timelines, photos 
and authentic tack including saddle blan-
kets, crops and a saddle bag from Special 
Forces 595. Additional special pieces are 
from the personal collection of General                                     
                                See EXHIBIT page 2 

Beautiful Baby Contest held 

  

   KWHW/KQ-106 and Paradise Broadcasting hosted the Beautiful Baby Con-
test at the Jackson County Fair on Saturday. Winners were: Boys 0-8 months 
Alexander Zonger, and 17-24 months Colby Lane Anderson. Girls 0-8 months 
Sophia Edmonson, 9-16 months Nova Vier, and 17-24 months Maddlynn Har-
ris. Look for more photos and fair results in tomorrowôs edition of the Sunrise 
Online Newspaper. 

Special exhibit now open at General Tommy Franks Museum 

   Franklin Graham, the son of the leg-
endary and widely known evangelist Bil-
ly Graham, will be speaking in Amarillo, 
Texas on Sept. 26 as a part of the Route 
66 God Loves You Tour.  Graham is 
following in his fatherôs footsteps as an 
evangelist and Christian leader.  Graham 
is the founder of Samaritanôs Purse, a 
non-profit organization that provides 
Christmas shoe box gifts to children in 
need all around the world.   
Samaritanôs Purse also provides humani-
tarian relief efforts during natural disas-
ters. 
   Graham will be speaking at 4 PM on 
Sept. 26 in Amarillo Texas.  The News-
boys will also be leading a worship con-
cert during the event. Martha Road Bap- 
                           See GRAHAM page 2 

Local church to 
take Altus citizens 
to upcoming 
Graham event  

   Governor Kevin Stitt has declared Sep-
tember as Gold Star Family Month in Ok-
lahoma. The Gold Star recognition honors 
those who have lost a family member in 
active service with the United States 
Armed Forces. 
   ñOur Gold Star families deserve to be 
recognized and honored for their sacrifice 
every single day,ò said Governor Stitt. ñAll 
month long, Oklahomans should take 
pause to remember our fallen heroes who 

gave their lives to defend our freedom and 
the Gold Star families they left behind.ò 
   The Gold Star has officially been recog-
nized as a symbol of loss since 1918, dur-
ing World War I when American families 
displayed flags in homes, businesses, 
schools, and churches with a Gold Star for 
each loved one lost in military service. 
   To read the full proclamation, follow the 
link: GoldStarFamilyMonth2021Sept.pdf 
(ok.gov)  

Governor declares September as Gold Star Families Month in Oklahoma 
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LAKE LEVELS http://www.swt-wc.usace.army.mil  

WEATHER http://www.freeweather.com  

Visit our website: http://petzoldportables.com/  

Exhibit continued from page 1 
Tommy Franks including his camouflage uniform and a 105mm 
shell casing from an AC-130 Gunship and a donated art piece 
painted by the late Nancy Benham-Johnston. 
   The General Tommy Franks Leadership Institute and Museum 
is open Monday through Saturday 10 a.m. to noon and 1-5 p.m. 
Admission is free. For more information, please visit Tom-
myFranksMuseum.org. 
   The General Tommy Franks Leadership Institute and Museum 
was created as a historical foundation dedicated to telling the 
story of the United States military and education. Its mission is 
to advance the development of this world class leadership train-
ing institution and museum. For more information, visit Tom-
myFranksMuseum.org. 

Graham continued from page 1 
tist Church has contracted a charter bus to take anyone from 
Altus and the surrounding communities that wish to attend, free 
of charge. The bus will leave Altus immediately following the 
churchôs 11 am worship service and should return to Altus by 
10 pm.  To reserve your seat on the bus please contact the 
church office by calling 580-482-3377 extension 104 or 
email taylor@martharoad.org.  Individuals or whole families 
are welcome to go with the church.  To receive more infor-
mation on the church visit online at www.martharoad.org  

http://www.swt-wc.usace.army.mil/
http://www.freeweather.com/
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See tomorrowôs edition of the Sunrise Online News  
for weekend reports of the Altus Police Log and Arrests 

VFW contributes to FOPôs Spooky  Town efforts 

Spooky Town will be be held on Sunday, Oct. 31, 2021. 
Gates will open at 6 PM. Officer's of the Fraternal Order of 
Police Lodge #120 & the Altus Police Department will start 
accepting candy donations beginning Oct. 1. As always, we 
appreciate the communities support in helping to make this 
event possible. Every year, we see more & more children and 
families come through the gates of our "Spooky Town". This 
is a safe environment for children of all ages to come get 
some candy and maybe even a few "spooks". Come join us 
for some fun. And if you would like to donate a bag of indi-
vidually wrapped candy, you can find your favorite Officer, 
bring it to the Altus Police Department, or contact us at 580 
482-4121.  


