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Storytime with Santa 

Christmas will be here a week 

from today, but Santa took time 

out of his busy schedule to 

come and visit good little boys 

and girls at the Altus Public 

Library on Saturday. While he 

was there, he read some of his 

favorite Christmas stories to the 

kids.  

  * The library will be closed 

next Tuesday and Wednesday. 

Local Kettle Drive at 50% 
Citizens asked to donate during their 

last minute Christmas shopping days 
   The official kick off date for 

the Salvation Armyôs Red Ket-

tle Drive was Nov. 29, but do-

nations arenôt coming in as 

needed. 

   One local Salvation Army 

board of director said that cur-

rently Kettle Drive donations 

are only at 50%, and more is 

needed in order to meet the 

needs of local families this 

holiday season. 

   The Red Kettle is the gate-

way to giving for people of all 

ages. When you put money in a 

Salvation Army Red Kettle, 

you help meet needs right in 

your community. 

   Change goes in and change 

comes out. By donating, you 

help change a hungry stomach 

to a full one. You help change 

sleeping outside to sleeping 

with a roof over a personôs 

head. You help change the di-

rection of a childôs life through 

good role models and struc-

tured activities. 

Please dig deep and know you 

are making a difference when 

you are out shopping this 

week. Kettle volunteers are at 

Walmart, Hobby Lobby, Unit-

ed Supermarket and other loca-

tions across Altus. 

   The Salvation Army annually 

helps nearly 23 million Ameri-

cans overcome poverty, addic-

tion and economic hardships 

through a range of social ser-

vices. 

  To volunteer as a bell ringer, 

or for more information about 

how you can help, contact 

Hank Booth at 918-924-3068. 
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                  The Altus Public Library is open weekdays from 

                 10 AM to 9 PM and offers great activities for kids 

                including Lego Club, Teen Tuesdays, Storytime 

                Wednesdays, and the Crafting Club. Check out the 

Southern Prairie Library Systems Facebook page for more 

information on these activities and more. 

   Governor Kevin Stitt held a 

press conference yesterday to 

announce the state is offering 

an extension of the tribal gam-

ing compacts, set to expire 

Jan. 1, 2020. The Governor 

also provided an update on the 

state of gaming compact nego-

tiations. His remarks, as pre-

pared for delivery, are copied 

below: 

 ñWe are 18 days away from 

the expiration of the stateôs 

gaming compacts with Okla-

homaôs tribes. As we enter a 

very narrow time frame, I want 

to provide you with a brief 

update.  

Since my last press confer-

ence, I have met with a group 

of tribal leaders who want to 

negotiate a new compact. They 

expressed several concerns 

about the one currently in 

place, and the state wants to 

address these concerns as best 

it can to ensure the continued 

success of all tribes within the 

Gov. Stitt offers extension 

on gaming compacts 

ñIt has become evident 

that the needs of the  

Oklahoma tribes vary 

significantlyé tribes    

in Oklahoma are not 

united on the issue of 

gaming.ò  - Gov. Stitt 

             See GAMING page 3 

    The monthly Masonic 

Lodge Pancake Breakfast will 

be held this Saturday, Dec. 21 

from 7 to 11 AM at the lodge, 

1120 N. Hudson.  

   Cost is $5 for eat-in or carry-

out. Cost is $6 for omelets or 

eggs to order. The menu will 

include pancakes, biscuits & 

gravy, bacon, sausage, eggs, 

milk, coffee and juice. Net 

proceeds benefit the Altus 

Masonic Lodge charity pro-

grams. 

Pancake Breakfast to be held this Saturday 
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New Fire Chief Buchanan speaks 

at Wednesday Breakfast meeting 

   City of Altusô newest Fire Chief, Joe Buchanan, right, is seen 

above with Dr. Joe Leveret at a breakfast meeting this morning 

at the Friendship Inn Restaurant. Joe spoke about all of the many 

things the fire department does from projects and education for 

the local school children, to todayôs issues and concerns about 

safety. He said that he takes care of his men so they can take 

care of the trucks and equipment, so they can take care of the 

community. Below, Mayor Jack Smiley, a former City of Altus 

Fire Chief, pins Buchanan at a recent Altus City Council meet-

ing. Smiley said, ñIt was my honor tonight to pin Fire Chief Joe 

Buchanan. An old fire chief told me once to hire each recruit as 

if they might be chief someday. I'm proud to say that I was on 

the team that hired Joe. Thank you for your service Chief.ò 

http://www.freeweather.com/
http://www.swt-wc.usace.army.mil/
https://www.facebook.com/joebruce.buchanan?__tn__=%2CdKH-R-R&eid=ARCxjKAdN4ym8LkBcTshS_P_Q0PVygyGuJSn9nBy_Dfxcvy2h6sfxFc_g3safp0RvEji1I3AymAllTcU&fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/joebruce.buchanan?__tn__=%2CdKH-R-R&eid=ARCxjKAdN4ym8LkBcTshS_P_Q0PVygyGuJSn9nBy_Dfxcvy2h6sfxFc_g3safp0RvEji1I3AymAllTcU&fref=mentions


 

 

state. 

    The Attorney General has also met with 

a different group of tribal leaders, working 

diligently to address the issue of fees and 

to discuss the many opportunities to im-

prove and expand their operations to match 

trends emerging in other states.  

    From our negotiations, it has become 

evident that the needs of the Oklahoma 

tribes are not monolithic, but vary signifi-

cantly. Despite what the TV commercials 

and newspaper ads say, tribes in Oklahoma 

are not united on the issue of gaming in 

Oklahoma.  

    The state cannot reach an agreement that 

addresses the needs of every tribe ï and the 

state ï in the next 18 days. If we do not 

take expedited action, however, all class III 

gaming activity will be illegal as of Janu-

ary 1, 2020, creating legal uncertainty for 

Oklahoma tribes, those who conduct busi-

ness with casinos, and casino patrons. We 

cannot put Oklahomans in that position. To 

protect hard-working Oklahomans and 

tribal members employed at the more than 

100 casinos across the state, I am announc-

ing today that the state of Oklahoma will 

be requesting tribal leaders to join me in 

signing an extension to the gaming com-

pact. 

    The language in the extension will allow 

each side, who signs on to the extension, to 

retain their legal positions. I want business 

to continue as usual while we resolve this 

dispute. As we approach the holidays and 

enter into 2020, I want banks, alcohol ven-

dors, food vendors, entertainers, and work-

ers to have certainty and assurance that 

they can continue to engage in business 

while the state works to negotiate in good 

faith with the tribes about the future of the 

casino industry.  

    I also want to ensure that the revenues 

the state receives under the current com-

pacts continue to be available to fund the 

essential governmental services the state 

provides to all Oklahomans.  

    It will be very important that tribal lead-

ers join me in signing this extension, out of 

abundance of caution. We do not want 

gaming to be illegal; and we do not want 

vendors to be operating illegally.  

    The only way to ensure that isnôt the 

case is for state and tribal leaders to agree 

to an extension. The state will be making a 

generous offer with this extension, with no 

ask for anything in return.  

    With different positions on the compacts 

emerging among Oklahomaôs tribes, and as 

the state offers an extension, I have also 

notified the Attorney General that I will be 

resuming direct negotiations with tribal 

leaders to ensure that the state takes a uni-

fied approach that is fair to all tribes en-

gaged in gaming. 

    For the past four months, the Attorney 

General has been a strong representative 

for the state as the lead negotiator on gam-

ing compacts. I will continue to depend on 

Mike Hunterôs counsel and his partnership 

as the stateôs attorney. We both want what 

is best for the state of Oklahoma and we 

both want a resolution that creates a win-

win for the people of Oklahoma and for all 

tribes in the state. 

    As we enter this next phase, it is im-

portant for me to resume my travels around 

the state to meet with tribal leaders indi-

vidually. When I took office, I made visits 

during the Legislative session to tribal 

headquarters and communities to see their 

business operations, to tour storm damage, 

and to build relationships with tribal lead-

ers. In July and August, I made several 

visits to tribal headquarters and communi-

ties to specifically discuss gaming com-

pacts.  

    As we approach the end of the year, I 

will be reaching out to meet with as many 

tribal leaders as possible to discuss the 

extension and next steps on negotiation. 

The state of Oklahoma wants to settle this 

in a reasonable fashion, and as governor of 

this great state, I am committed to getting a 

win-win for all 4 million Oklahomans and 

our tribal partners.ò 
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Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2019 

Xxxxxx 

Monday, Dec. 16, 2019 

7:03 a.m., non-injury accident, mile 

marker 51 on Hwy 62 east of Headrick 

11:46 a.m., verbal threats, report to PD 

2:10 p.m., motion alarm, 703 N. Main 

2:48 p.m., hit and run, 501 N. Blain 

3:50 p.m., property damage, 1008 N. Willard 

6:34 p.m., stolen license plate, 1501 S. Park Lane 

Sunday, Dec. 15, 2019 

1:38 a.m., fight, Scooters 

1:41 a.m., panic alarm, 721 Windsor Drive 

6:28 a.m., accident with injuries, on Altus AFB 

7:02 a.m., assault and battery, 920 N. York 

7:53 a.m., fire, 800 blk. N. Blain 

9:54 a.m., alarm, 1308 W. Wingfield 

10:28 a.m., front door motion alarm, 2704 N. Main 

11:39 a.m., cotton module on fire, 283 behind the movie theater 

12:46 p.m., heard shot fired, 1105 Lincoln Circle 

2:03 p.m., domestic disturbance, 1104 N. Blain 

2:39 p.m., fire, 101 E. Commerce 

4:18 p.m., car playing loud music, United parking lot 

4:55 p.m., larceny shoplifting, 2500 N. Main 

7:53 p.m., domestic disturbance, 421 N. Main 

Saturday, Dec. 14, 2019 

1:59 a.m., accident involving DPS vehicle, 1200 blk N. Main 

6:01 a.m., vehicle vs. deer accident, Veterans Drive 

8:25 a.m., civil dispute, report to PD 

8:39 a.m., fire, CR 162 and 217 

9:54 a.m., check suspicious vehicle, 121 E. Commerce 

10:17 a.m., check building securityðopen door, 1110 N. Crain 

11:21 a.m., pit bull chased them up onto their porch, 1009 E. 

Liveoack 

11:37 a.m., man in area talking to himself and holding fingers up 

like a gun, 1100 blk N. Main 

11:46 a.m., remove subject, 1519 N. Willard 

12:12 p.m., juvenile subject hitting car with a stick, 1005 E. 

Sutherland 

12:58 p.m., reckless driving, Hwy 62 and SCR 210 

1:27 p.m., civil dispute, 816 S. Baucum 

2:54 p.m., larceny shoplifting, 1218 N. Grady 

2:55 p.m., larceny, 512 E. Liveoak 

2:57 p.m., hit and run, 2500 N. Main 

4:48 p.m., gas meter hit, 1001 E. Walnut 

6:08 p.m., motion detector going off, 513 Lila 

7:35 p.m., non-injury accident, 2700 N. Main 

8:09 p.m., loud music, 313 Mockingbird North 

9:42 p.m., check suspicious subject, 2004 N. Canary 

10:14 p.m., cotton bales on fire, 16107 Hwy 283/movie theater 

10:18 p.m., heard gun shot in the area of 900 blk N. Park Ave 

11:02 p.m., remove subject, 1104 C. Street 

11:12 p.m., subject being attacked by dog, 711 N. Julian 

WEiRd  
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Jorge Michael Carrion, 33, failure to appear or pay 

Zaragosa Hernandez Jr., 41, agency hold 

Kendarious Rashawn Horton, 18, disturbing the peace 

Denise Patricia Martinez, 25, no valid drivers license, failure 

to pay taxes due to state, no insurance 

Paul Salomon Jr., 44, motion to revoke, failure to appear or 

pay fines and or court costs 

Josie Villalpando, 25, failure to appear 

Terrance Willie Young, 21, domestic assault and battery by 

strangulation 

Monday, Dec. 16, 2019 

Robert Scott Benkowich, 55, DUI 

Paul Salomon, 43, motion to revoke, failure to pay or appear 

Jeffrey Collins Taylor, 51, failure to pay child support 

Sunday, Dec. 15, 2019 

Fernando Alaiz, 41, no valid drivers license 

Emiza Yvonne Coleman, 23, assault and battery with a dan-

gerous weapon, unauthorized use of a vehicle, malicious inju-

ry or destruction of property 

Khalailah Dewaysha Davis, 21, assault and battery with a dan-

gerous weapon, leaving the scene of an accident involving 

damage, malicious injury or destruction of property, disorder-

ly conduct 

Terina Alexia Millender, 31, discharging firearms in a public 

place, obstructing an officer 

Amy Nicole Miller, 44, petit larceny, trespassing 

Michael Louis Morren, 57, DUI 

Marquise Angel Rodriguez, 22, driving with a suspended li-

cense, no insurance, speeding 

Jeffrey Collins Taylor, 51, failure to pay child support 

Korrie Lynn Wallace, 30, petit larceny, trespassing after being 

forbidden 

Saturday, Dec. 14, 2019 

David Cantu, 51, failure to pay or appear, application to accel-

erate 

Thomas Ray Johnson, 27, driving with a suspended license, 

failure to comply with compulsory insurance law, speeding, 

possession of a controlled substance, carry a weapon drugs or 

alcohol into a jail, operating a defective vehicle 

Charlie Barrett, 27, hold for Rogers County 

Friday, Dec. 13, 2019 

Leticia L. Rosiles, 32, disorderly conduct 

Matthew Blake Mason, 35, failure to pay or appear 

Kevin Dewayne Dykstra, 51, motion to revoke 

Johnny Francisco Angelo Maldonado, 52, failure to pay or 

appear 
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Greer County officials looking for 

information on burglary suspect 

   The Greer 

County Sheriffôs 

Department is 

looking for a 

GMC single cab 

(seem above), 

step-side, 2-

wheel drive, pew-

ter in color 

pickup displaying 

a handicap tag 

hanging from the 

rear view mirror. It also has a flag sticker on drivers 

side back glass.   

   The vehicle was driven by an unknown white male, 

that sometimes has a dog (possibly a hound or bird 

dog) in the back. The vehicle was involved in the lar-

ceny or burglary of thousands of dollars worth of 

equipment and also a Prowler 18-foot bumper pull 

camper, some antique tractors, 5500 watt generator 

and a welder on a trailer. 

Other missing items include: 3 John Deere petal trac-

tors, flat screen TV, and a 50 gallon Mag Air compres-

sor 

   If you have any tips that could help locate and cap-

ture this man and/or the items, please contact the Greer 

County Sheriffôs Office at 580-782-3065 or the 

Mangum Police Department at 580-782-3382 and Dis-

patch will be happy to help.     

   You can also remain anonymous if you wish. You 

can also leave information on the Greer County Sher-

iffôs Facebook page or send a direct message to them 

on a Facebook. 

The Prowler 18-foot bumper pull camp-

er that is missing. 


