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 KC-135 Boom Instructor Platform delivery ceremony planned 
   ALTUS AIR FORCE BASE, Okla. ï 
The 97th Air Mobility Wing will host a 
ceremony for the implementation of the 
new KC-135 Stratotanker Boom Instructor 
Platform on Nov. 4 at Altus Air Force 
Base. 
   Senior Master Sgt. Bartek Bachleda, a 
boom instructor assigned to the 22nd Re-
fueling 
Wing at McConnel Air Force Base, Kan-
sas, highlighted the need for a new plat-
form design 
while he was stationed at the 97th Air Mo-
bility Wing as an instructor. His design 
was 
submitted to the Air Force Spark Tank, a 
program that recognizes innovation and 
allows Airmen around the world to devel-
op and present technologies that would 
improve Air Force functions and process-
es. 
In early 2018, he was the Air Force's first-
ever Spark Tank winner. His new design 
aims to 
reduce the neck and back injuries often 
experienced by boom operators.  
   On Nov. 20, 2018, the first prototype 
was put into a KC-135 on Altus Air Force 

Base to allow instructors to give immedi-
ate feedback. 
   Now, almost a year later, the design will 
be officially implemented into the entire 
KC-135 

Stratotanker fleet. The new boom cushion 
will give instructors a more comfortable 

work 
environment that allows them to train Air-
men more efficiently. 

Police to hold  
Social Media 
Awareness event 
   Altus Junior High is hosting a Social 
Media Awareness speaker on Thursday, 
Oct. 24 at 6 PM.  
   Detective Devin Dickerson of the Altus 
Police Department will be discussing the 
dangers of social media along with local 
and national trends within social media.  
   This event is open to all parents of 5th 
through 12th grade students. 

AIM Wellness to 
hold ribbon cutting 
and open house 
AIM Wellness will hold a ribbon cutting 
and open house on Thursday, Oct. 24 
from 4 to 8 PM at 723 E. Tamarack Road. 
   A Mix and Mingle will be held from 4 
to 5 PM, with the ribbon cutting ceremo-
ny by the Altus Chamber of Commerce 
Ambassadors at 4:15 PM.  
   At 5 PM Dr. Pamela Hyde will  present 
ñWhat is Functional Medicine?ò 
   AIM Wellness Coach Allison Sayre 
CNP introduces ñThe Backward F.A.C.T. 
(Truth, Commitment, Accountability, and 
Follow Through) at 5:30 PM. At 6 PM 
Fitness Coordinator Amber Taylor wil 
speak on the ñMovement of Medicine,ò 
followed bgy Dr. Hyde at 6:30 PM intro-
ducing Vibration Therapy and infrared 
Sauna Therapy. At 7 PM Jana Finch RN 
discusses essential oils and at 7:30 PM 
Dr. Hyde  discusses the wonderful bene-
fits of olive oil. 
   There will be light snacks, refreshments 
and door prizes. 

By Airman 1st Class Breanna Klemm, 97th 
Air Mobility Wing Public Affairs 
   ALTUS AIR FORCE BASE, Okla. -- 
Every year, the Mighty 97th participates in 
one of the largest and most successful em-
ployee fundraising campaigns in the world, 
the Combined Federal Campaign (CFC), 
and this yearôs fundraiser will be kicking-off 
on Oct. 21, 2019, ending on Dec. 6, 2019. 
The CFCôs mission is to promote and sup-
port humanity through a program that is 
employee-focused and cost-efficient in 
providing federal employees the opportunity 
to improve quality of life.  
   Unlike other charities, this campaign is the 
only authorized form of solicitation for all 

federal employees, retired military and civil-
ian members. Although held once a year, 
the CFC continues a long-standing tradition 
of being one of the most successful charities 
in the world by raising over $93 million to 
charitable causes during the 2018 campaign. 
Since its creation by the Federal Govern-
ment in 1961, federal employees have con-
tributed more than $8.3 billion to charities 
through the CFC.  
   There are hundreds of charities to donate 
to through the CFC, including Paws with a 
Cause and Habitat for Humanity.  
   This annual charitable event allows Air-
men of the Mighty 97th an opportunity to 
federally donate for a cause of their choice. 

U.S. Air Force 2nd Lt. Christian Eidenschink, the officer in charge of Career Develop-
ment assigned to the 97th Force Support Squadron, left, and U.S. Air Force Col. Matthew 
Leard, the 97th Air Mobility Wing commander, review Combined Federal Campaign Doc-
uments before kicking-off the fundraiser this year.                            
                                                (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Breanna Klemm) 

Mighty 97th kicks-off CFC fundraiser 
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Arrests 
Friday, Oct. 18, 2019 
Amanda Alvarado, 25, failure to pay or appear 
Sam Juanita Benitez, 30, domestic assault and battery 
Brittany Ann Carney, 30, embezzlement 
Chad Wayne Duke, 31, motion to revoke 
Brandon Lynn Powell, 28, contempt of court 
Saturday, Oct. 19, 2019 
Tony Herndon, 49, carry or possess a firearm by a convicted 
felon, possess a firearm with altered ID during commission of a 
felony, domestic assault with prior pattern of physical abuse, 
possession of a controlled substance, assault and battery with a 
deadly weapon 
Sunday, Oct. 20, 2019 
Robin Laurice Alexander, 29, failure to appear 
Hakim Mustafa Moore, 27, failure to appear 
Jeffrey Emanual Perry, 39, sex offender living within 2,000 feet 
of a school, failure to appear or pay 
Henry Roundtree, 25, cruelty to animals 

http://www.freeweather.com/
http://www.swt-wc.usace.army.mil/


 

 

   December of 2017, Caleb 
Freeman was hit by a semi 
truck on his way to an OU 
game with his brother Clayton. 
He was given less than a 5% 
chance of survival. They were 
told if he did survive, he would 
90% never regain conscious-
ness. But God had other plans. 
Caleb Freeman and his dad,     
Jeremy Freeman who is a pas-
tor in Newcastle, spoke at FBC 
Altus on Sunday evening, Oct. 
20. This was a community 
wide event and there were 

many people who showed up 
to hear Calebôs story. Calebôs 
story has recently seen a lot of 
national attention.  
   Last week, his story was 
shared by Lester Holt on the 
NBC Nightly News after Caleb 
ran his first cross-country race 
after the accident and was also 
crowned Homecoming King. 
   Before the accident, he was 
known as a very shy kid and 
now is known by his boldness 
and courage. Those in attend-
ance that night witnessed it 

first hand. Caleb jokingly com-
pared himself to Buddy the Elf 
now. Throughout the entire 
evening, Caleb captivated the 
audience with his boldness and 
quick wit. Jeremy said, ñHe 
never wastes an opportunity to 
tell his story.ò 
And the Lord has given Caleb 
so many opportunities to share 
his story. Calebôs story was put 
into a documentary called, 
#butGod or Calebôs Hope, and 
has had the opportunity to 
share it in several public 
schools. God is using Calebôs 
story to share the gospel in 
places and platforms that nor-
mally wouldnôt be open. 
   Caleb and Jeremy shared 
some of the story behind the 
hashtag ñbutGod.ò Caleb said, 
ñThis journey has taught me 
that it means so much more. 
Like doctors and nurses have 
said so many different things 
like they said, óCaleb will nev-
er walk again. Caleb will never 
talk again. Caleb will never eat 
again.ô And every single time 
when God broke those odds 
and showed how much he was 
in control, I was reminded but 

God has the final say.ò 
  Caleb and Jeremy wrapped 
up their time with an invitation 
where two students decided to 
follow Jesus and a couple oth-
er took steps toward following 
Christ. Afterwards, those in 
attendance were invited to join 
Caleb and Jeremy in the Fel-
lowship Hall for a meet and 
greet. Students and adults were 
lined up throughout the room 
to meet Caleb. Calebôs wel-
coming spirit was just as 
bold face-to-face as it was 
from the stage. It was seen as 
he hugged and talked with 
those in line. 
   If you werenôt able to attend 
the event, you can watch Caleb 
Freeman at FBC Altus online 
at www.fbcaltus.org/sermons 
under the archive tab. You can 
follow Calebôs story on his 
Facebook page,  
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Freeman shares 
his story at FBC  
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500 S. Main in Altus, Ok   (580) 482-0106 

Dedicated To Clean Water!  

Open  
8-5  
Mon-Fri 
Closed  
12-1 for lunch 

Open 
Saturday 

8 AM  
to Noon 

We have 3 & 5 Gallon Bottles           
Available, Plus 1 Gallon,         
1/2 Liter and Liter Bottles 

 
Bring Yours in to Refill & 
Don�¶t Forget the Ice! 

 
Need A Reverse Osmosis System or 
Whole House Conditioners?           

Just Give Us A Call To Set Up            
A FREE Estimate 

ROBERT ôBOBõ PRESTONñOWNER 

Two Altus 
FFA students 
in top four at 
Greenhand 
Quiz Contest 
   Approximately 5,000 fresh-
man Oklahoma FFA members 
begin the school year prepar-
ing for the Greenhand Quiz 
Contest. 50 make it to the state 
contest. This year Altus had 2 
students in the top four. Wyatt 
Jensen placed 2nd and Addi-
son Friese placed 4 in the 
state!  
  Our opening ceremonies 
team also gave an outstanding 
performance at the state con-
test this morning.  
   These kids have worked so 
hard to get here and we are so 
proud of them! 

Fall reports from 
Quartz Mountain 
By Sue Hokanson, 
Quartz Mountain Nature Park 
 
   Fall seems to be here. The day time highs are forecasted 
to be in the 70ôs to 80ôs and overnight lows in anywhere 
from the upper 30ôs to the low 60ôs. Some leaves are turn-
ing, others are falling. Also falling are acorns and Osage 
Oranges. 
   Osage Oranges, hedge apples, monkey brains, or bo-
darks- whatever you call them, theyôre starting to fall in 
large numbers. A more bizarre looking fruit may be hard 
to come by. About grapefruit sized the Osage Oranges are 
ñtennis-ballò green and wrinkly. 
   Squirrels find these fruits tasty but challenging. Right 
now, the fruit is too large and hard for a squirrel to take a 
bite out of. That does not stop the squirrels from gathering 
up the hedge apples now and placing them in the forks of 
trees for latter consumption.  
   A few freeze / thaw cycles softens them up. The Osage 
Orange has a milky sap that may cause skin irritations, but 
does not seem to be poisonous to animals. 
   Cattle have died from eating the hedge apples but those 
cases have been from the hedge apple getting stuck in 
their throat and causing them to suffocate. 
   Folklore has Osage oranges causing roaches, boxelder 
beetles, crickets and spiders to flee from homes. Of 
course, those claims must be taken with a grain of salt. 
One must also consider the fondness squirrels have for 
hedge apples. You may free your home of pesky insects 
only to attract pesky squirrels! 
 
Quick Note: 
   This coming weekend is the last weekend Eagleôs Roost 
ATV Area will be open to ATVs. Nov.1 the riding area is 
closed to motorized vehicles in preparation of the Bald 
Eagleôs seasonal return.  
   This weekend is also the last weekend of the season  for 
Pebbleôs Beach mini golf & paddle boats and for Quartz 
Mountain Grocery Store. 


